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HENSWORTH

It was really 
exciting going 
down on the 
buses, you 
seemed to know 
everybody that 
got in.  It cost two 
and six each way.
 
Several times in 
Perth I would 
have been with a 
friend to the 
pictures or 
something and 
had to catch the 
late bus home. 
The depot was up 
in Kalamunda in 
those days. 
 
The driver would 
tell me to wait 
until he went and 
fixed things up 
then he would 
drive me home in 
his car. 
 
The bus drivers 
knew where the 
customers lived 
and dropped 
them at their 
house.

Talks about the bus service to 

Kalamunda in the 1930s.

 

She knew all the drivers 

including Bobby Craig, Bill 

Hope, Wally Cotton, Mr Bennett, 

Jim Hawley, Dave Baxter and 

Johnny Turner

An interview of Clara Hensworth (nee Ward) was conducted by 
Margaret Wansborough and daughter Agnes Vandervelde in 1991 

on behalf of the Kalamunda and Districts Historical Society.
 

This summary of the original interview was prepared
on behalf of the Bill Shaw Oral History Group.



Clara Hensworth (nee Ward) was born in 
Sheffield, England on 25 September, 1895.
 
When her parents died, within six months 
of each other, Clara remembered her 
father telling her and her sister that if they 
ever wanted to leave England they should 
go to Australia.
 
In 1928 Clara and her sister Myra decided 
to migrate to Western Australia as officials 
were encouraging women to migrate as 
domestic workers. They paid two pounds, 
packed their bags and caught the train 
from Sheffield to London where they set off 
for Australia on the ship Orsova. 
 
Once aboard they met the Matron and 
another four ladies who all shared the one 
cabin.  Clara remembers that they had a 
lot of  fun and a delightful four week 
journey.
 
Clara and Myra stopped off in Ceylon and 
met a friend of their brother-in-law. They 
enjoyed two days travelling around by car, 
seeing the sites and visiting local markets.
 
 

Clara heads down under

SS Orsova
 

There was accommodation for around 1,100 passengers.

T W O  F U N N E L L E D  P A S S E N G E R  L I N E R

When they arrived in Fremantle they were 
taken to the migrants’ home. There was a 
high demand for domestic workers and 
Clara was immediately selected by a 
policeman's wife to look after her three 
children whilst she worked. 
 
After a few days the husband started 
coming home at lunch time. On the second 
day he pulled Clara onto his knee and she 
was concerned that he was up to no good 
so she ran from the house and hid until he 
left. She gave her notice straight away and 
found work at a repatriation home in 
Cottesloe. The home provided six beds for 
returned war diggers who required 
convalescence.
 
It was here that Clara met her future 
husband, Arthur Hensworth, known as 
'Aussie'.
 
When the cook left suddenly Clara 
volunteered to cook. This was supported 
by a recommendation from Aussie.  Their 
friendship quickly bloomed and within the 
year they were married in the registry office 
in Perth.



Arthur was born in Leicester, England. When 
he was a teenager he worked on a boat that 
travelled from Bristol to Australia and he 
decided to stay. He had to work for two years 
to pay the Government back for the fare so he 
went up to Cue and Day Dawn and worked as 
a steward in the hotels. 
 
He joined the 28th Battalion in 1915 and in 
1916 he was stationed in Pozieres, France. 
Whilst undertaking a job a bomb fell amongst 
the men and many were killed. Arthur was 
injured, thought dead, and when he regained 
consciousness he crawled under a nearby 
barbed wire.  He was taken prisoner and 
placed in a prisoner of war camp where he 
remained for the next two and a half years.
 
Aussie was unable to work once he returned 
from the war. He was in and out of hospital 
and survived on a pension.
 
Jock King, a 19 year old Scotsman was also a 
prisoner in the camp. He and Aussie became 
great friends but when the war was over they 
went their separate ways. Several years later 
Jock married and migrated to Western 
Australia living in Kalamunda.
 
Aussie caught the bus to Kalmunda and found 
Jock working at Kostera’s garage. Jock 
introduced Aussie to Kos and they also 
became great cobbers after that. 
 
Aussie helped Jim Watson, the grocer, who 
was also a returned soldier. Aussie couldn’t 
walk very far without his stick but after moving 
to Kalamunda he would walk down to Jim's 
shop and help with various activities to keep 
busy.

Aussie (Arthur) Hensworth in Northam , Circa 1940s

Aussie (Arthur) Hensworth in Perth City. Circa 1950s

arthur 

gets a 

nickname

Jock King gave Arthur  the 
name Aussie  in  the 
pr isoner  of  war  camp 
because Arthur  was f rom 
Austra l ia .
 
I t  s tuck wi th  h im 
throughout  h is  l i fe .

Arthur lives 
with 

adversity



When Aussie decided to marry Clara he got 
a job as a sleep-in gardener for two or three 
months. He found a house and furnished it 
and the couple started their new life 
together.
 
Every so often Aussie attended a doctor's 
review for his pension. When he told the 
doctor that he had married they were given 
backpay of eighteen shillings a week which 
was a huge help to the struggling couple.
 
By 1935 Clara and Aussie had three 
children. Clara caught Diptheria during an 
epidemic and was hospitalised for four 
weeks. She had lost a lot of weight and was 
very sickly so Aussie decided that they 
would move to Kalamunda.
 
He travelled to Kalamunda to find a house 
and when he became unwell he went to see 
Dr Barber. This turned out to be fortunate 
as the Doctor told Aussie about a vacant 
house nearby. 
 
The house had no washing areas and the 
kitchen seemed to go the width of the 
house. At the back there was one room and 
the side of the house was partitioned off. 
They turned this area into their bedroom.

They had to wait a day for an electrician 
to put the lights on so they used borrowed 
lamps at night. The Ladies Auxillary gave 
them a tin bath and they were grateful that 
everything seemed to be coming together.
 
Clara loved living in Kalamunda with 
memories of the railway, one doctor, two 
butchers, two bakers, two or three grocers 
but no greengrocer. Pom Monday grew 
vegetables and would sell them in the 
Post Office where they would do their 
banking. 
 
She remembers Jimmy Crabb who was 
halfway down Canning Road and Kash 
and Karry located at the bottom of Haynes 
Street. 
 
There was also the  chemist who had to 
close the shop on a Wednesday afternoon 
so that she could go and purchase 
supplies.  Aussie said to her one day, 
“Look, I can look after the shop for the 
Wednesday afternoon.” She was pleased 
with this so she lent him a white coat and 
customers would think he was the doctor, 
of course he’d play up to it. 

Kalamunda in the the 1930s

Kalamunda Bus Service's bus circa 1930



Women’s Auxiliary: L - R: Mrs Clara Hensworth, Mrs Turner, Mrs Joey Hope and Mrs Riordan. Circa 1950’s

When Clara joined the RSL Women's 
Auxillary, members included Mrs Wallis, 
president,  Mrs Loaring, Mrs Bear, Mrs 
Turner, Mrs Wood, Mrs Elson, Mrs 
Sleicher, Mrs Barber, Mrs Dawson, Mrs 
Morris and Mrs Wright. 
 
The Auxillary raised money and organised 
dances in the big hall up until the war 
started in 1939. Mr Thorogood, Chairman 
of the Roads Board, started up the 
Kalamunda Red Cross and the ladies 
made shirts and pyjamas with materials 
provided by Mrs Butement.  They also did 
a lot of knitting which Clara thought was 
very interesting work.
 
Mrs Lowden owned the land where a hall 
was in Canning Road and offered it to the 
Red Cross but  as they had no requirement 
for it she gave it to the RSL for the 
returning diggers. The Auxillary made 
curtains and furnished the hall. 

RSL 
Women's
Auxillary

 
Women’s Auxiliaries have been around 

since World War 1 when Australian women 
sewed, knitted and cooked to send parcels 

to the troops. 

They saw an opportunity to raise funds for 
the RSL by catering for birthdays and 
anniversaries charging attendees seven 
and six each. The ladies catered by cooking 
their own specialties such as cakes, 
sausage rolls, pies and trifles. They also 
managed to negotiate discounts from local 
shops to help maximise their profits.
 
The Auxillary also collected money for the 
Red Cross. Each member volunteered to 
collect from the houses close to where they 
lived. They started by collecting threepence 
a week and decided that  it would be more 
efficient to do their rounds once a month 
and collect a shilling instead.
 
Clara went to the Stirk’s orchard and met 
Mrs Stirk, the Stirks were the first settlers in 
Kalamunda. Clara explained  that she was  
collecting for the Red Cross. Once they got 
talking they discovered they were both from 
Yorkshire in England. Mrs Stirk looked 
forward to the regular visits from Clara.

 Women’s Auxiliary catering for a wedding. L - R Mrs Riordan, Mrs Clara Hensworth, Mrs Walker, Mrs Scott, Mrs Sargant, Mrs Horlyk, Mrs Chaple, Peg Hope
Circa 1950's



Clara and Aussie had three children 
Michael, Rob and Jean. They were all 
delivered at King Edward Memorial 
Hospital in Subiaco.
 
When the children went to school the family 
lived in the first house on Headingley Road. 
They would talk to Sister Agnes Tate down 
the back and they became good friends 
with her. 
 
There were only a few houses on Railway 
Rd then, it was all bush.  Over on Ledger 
Road there were mostly weekend cottages 
with only one or two people living there 
permanently. There was a bush fire  once 
and one of the cottages was burnt down.
 
Clara recalls Father Keenan, a Catholic 
priest, who lived near Mary’s Mount Boys’ 
School.  On one occasion Clara had gone 
to a neighbours to borrow some brandy for 
Aussie who was having one of his 'turns'. 
Whilst on his way to the Post Office Father 
Keenan saw Aussie on the verandah and 
realising that he wasn't well he went home 
and returned with some brandy for him. 

Kalamunda people
She recalls Paddy Connolly who owned 
the Kalamunda Hotel as being rather 
strange. It was said that he took his meal 
in his quarters at the hotel sitting under an 
umbrella because he thought someone 
was dropping poison onto his food. Paddy 
owned hotels and horses and when he 
died two pictures depicting his horses 
disappeared, never to be found. He was 
known to donate for the ‘distressed’ people 
during the Depression in the 1930s.
 
Clara remembers how the train from 
Kalamunda to Perth  took two hours. She 
would watch the train when it went by early 
in the morning.  She tells how you could 
hear it puffing up the hill and how they 
would watch the sparks flying.

L - R: Clara and Aussie Hensworth, Nola and Rob Henswo

 

CIRCA 1949

 
L - R:

 

Agnes Hensworth, Sister Agnes 

Tate and Clara Hensworth
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