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"It was always fascinating for me as a
young child like that to think that the
cows knew when to come home to get
milked. They’d always be standing at
the gate. Wherever we put them they’d
always come up to the gate ready to
come home. 
 

Of a morning, after the cows had
been milked we’d take them down
through the bush across Boonooloo
Road, down behind the State school
and down to the end of Heath Road.
There was a gate at the end of Heath
Road and we used to leave them there
and then they’d wander all over the
hills or the escarpment as such.."
 

Edward (Ted) Wise 1988

There was a dairy where the Stirk Cottage is now. They had
about 80 cows and during the holidays Ted would play at the
dairy and help milk the cows
 
 

 



Edward (Ted) Wise was born in March 1927 to
Alfred and Alice Wise (nee Angus).  He had two
sisters, Margaret and Stella.
 
His earliest memories are of his father, Alf,
working as a bottle-oh in Subiaco. Alf used a
horse and cart to complete his round and Ted
recalls how the big bay horse would put his head
down to smell Ted whenever he visited the
stables. 
 
Around 1929 Alf fell ill with tuberculosis and was
advised by the doctor to move to the hills of
Kalamunda. The family initially lived in a rented
house in Williams Road opposite the station. It
was called the ‘Stone House’ because it was
pebble dashed.
 
They applied for housing through the McNess
Housing Trust and a block of land was
purchased by the Trust for 25 pounds.  It took
some time to build the new weatherboard                                                                      
home with jarrah windows, doors and floors. It
had  a lounge room, two bedrooms and a
kitchen. Ted's parents paid 5 Shillings a week to
rent the property where Ted spent most of his
teenage years.
 
As Ted's father was unable to work the family
survived on a pension which they supplemented
by raising goats. The family rounded them up
and milked them daily. The property was so vast
there was nothing beyond them until almost
Gooseberry Hill so the goats roamed the
paddock and surrounding bush.

Stella and Margaret Wise at the front of the McNess House. Circa 1932 Alfred and Alice Wise (nee Angus) with children 
Margaret and Edward (Ted). Circa 1928 

Ted's mother, Alice, was born in Pickering
Brook in 1895 but moved away with her
family when she was around ten years old.
Ted's grandfather, Henry Angus, had a team
of horses and carted snigged wood out of
the Canning Mill and Mason’s Mill around
Kalamunda and Lesmurdie.  He was a very
quiet spoken man who looked after his
horses well. Each horse knew its name and
obeyed the various commands he gave
them. 
 
Ted recalls the time his father whipped him 
 at the age of seven because he couldn’t tie
his bootlaces.  Alice had to pull Alf away
from Ted who never forgave his father for
the incident. His parents eventually
separated.
 
In February 1938 Alice became very ill with
bronchopneumonia. She was admitted to a
convalescent home to recuperate. This had
dire consequences for her children. 

Alice Wise collecting Newspapers for the war effort in the dairy cart.
 Circa 1940s. 



Ted recalls his mother becoming ill and the
children having to stay with friends of the
family. After a few weeks, with no direct
family to care for them, the police arrived and
took the children in accordance with the Child
Welfare Act. Afraid and uncertain they had no
idea where they were going or what was
going to happen to them. 
 
Declared Wards of the State, Ted was sent to
the Salvation Army Boys’ Orphanage in
Subiaco and his sisters were placed together
in an orphanage in Mosman Park, then
known as Buckland Hill. 
 
Ted remembers the very strict rules at the
orphanage with all children being allocated
tasks. Each morning, before breakfast, Ted
would polish the linoleum floor using wax
polish and rags.
 
His red headed school teacher was frequently
drunk and would cane the children. He stored
bundles of three foot long canes to complete
the job. The boys used a razor blade to slit
the canes more than two thirds of the way
down each one so that when the teacher tried
to use them they fell apart. 
 
Ted recalls a man who collected food scraps
from local cafes to feed the pigs. Using his
horse and cart he transported the scraps in
44 gallon drums and tipped them into the pig
troughs.   

Often hungry the boys would steal the food
from the pigs.  Ted recalls rescuing a
delicious roast potato.
 
Tired of the fierce discipline Ted and
another boy ran away. They decided to walk
to the convalescent home to see Ted's
mother. 
 
As they walked along Stirling Highway they
spotted some grapes growing in a garden. 
 They plotted to steal the grapes to fill them
up and quench their thirst. The owner of the
house overheard them and came around
from the back of the house.  He gave them
two big bags of grapes which Ted recalls
were delicious. 
 
They continued on to see Ted's mother who
gave them something to eat and then rang
the orphanage to let them know that the
boys were coming back by train. She was
emphatic that they were not to be punished. 
 
When they arrived back at the orphanage
the Salvation Army Sergeant, stood each
boy in the corner of the room and gave
them six cuts each with a stock whip. Later
in life the welts across Ted's back were still
visible when he got sunburnt. 
 
Ted later discovered that the Sergeant was
killed during World War II in the Middle
East.  

Salvation Army 
Boys' Home 

 
Circa 1936

Hard times at the orphanage



The Zig Zag railway. Circa 1920sMcNess House, 61 Williams Road, Kalamunda. Circa 1930s

When Alice recovered she collected Ted
from the orphanage. He remembers their trip
into Perth on an old steam train. It was then
that she asked him if he wanted to live with
her and his sisters or with his father. He
chose to go home with his mother. 
  
He recalls the excitement of travelling up the
zigzag on the train as he was getting closer
and closer to home. They got off at the
Kalamunda Station, stopped at the shop for
some groceries and walked home. He felt
sheer relief being home where he could put
the orphanage experience behind him and
focus on being with his family again.
 
By this time his mother had obtained a 'legal
separation’ from his father. After a while his
father sobered up and moved into a tent in
the bush opposite the Kalamunda Railway
Station.  There were three other pensioners
living in tents that had earth floors. It was
very clean and they used kerosene boxes
for food safes and cooked their meals
outside on open fires. They would get water
from the railway station tanks and use the
railway toilets. Ted's father never visited the
family but the children would go and see
him.
 
Ted's father gave him a pushbike which
enabled Ted to take on a paper round. The
newsagency, owned at the time by the
Cresseys was on the corner of Haynes
Street and Railway Road.  

The store was soon sold to Ken Steere and
Ted worked for him from the age of 11 until 
he left school at the age of 14.
 
Gordon Farrell picked up the papers from
Perth and delivered them to the newsagency
in time for the boys to start work at around
four o’clock in the morning. Ted was paid
eight shillings a week working every day
from Monday to Saturday. He rolled the
papers, packed them into a chaff bag placed
on the front of his bike and threw them onto
his customers properties. His round took
around three hours each morning before
school.
 
After school Ted worked for Ted Humfrey at
the butcher’s shop in Railway Road. He
would deliver parcels and finish work around
five o’clock in the evening. 
 
As there was no scheme water in those days
everyone used water sparingly and saved it
wherever they could. Outside the bathrooms
people would place 44 gallon drums and
empty the bath and laundry water into them.  
As a very enterprising young man, Ted made
additional earnings by  bucketing the water
out and watering people's plants, trees and
orchards. 
 
Through sheer hard work, at the age of 13
Ted was earning a man’s wage, around two
pound five shillings a week.

Going home to a new start



Ted started school at the age of six and
attended the Kalamunda Primary School in
Heath Road, teh building now located in the
Kalamunda History Village.  He walked to
school each day with his sisters. Ted didn't
like school very much and like many other
children at that time he left at the age of 14
years.
 
During school holidays Ted would go to his
friend Ray's place.  Ray Williams' family
owned a nearby dairy where Stirk Park is
today.  Here they would help with the cows. 
 Once the milking had finished at around 8
o’clock they would help to take the cows
through the bush, across Boonooloo Road
and leave them at the end of Heath Road
where they would graze across the hills or
the escarpment. Around half past two he
would go with George Williams on the back of
his horse, open the gate to let the herd
wander home and collect any stragglers. 
 
Alongside the dairy sheds there was a huge
hay shed where the cattle feed was stacked
for the cows. A creek ran through the
property which started at the Pear Tree, up
towards Kalamunda Road. They grew maize
which was transported to the shed by wagon
and put through a cutting machine. 
 
The boys would help themselves to the milk
that came from the milking machine. It would
run through a series of water coolers before it
went into ten gallon drums. 

Kalamunda Primary school  Ted Wise Back row 3rd from left. Circa 1940 Kalamunda Dairy, owned by Roberts and Williams

Young Ted at school & work 
In the warmer months Ted would go on the
milk round starting at four o’clock in the
morning.  The milk was transported by horse
and cart with the milk placed in a gallon and
a half cans.
 
They would fill up the billy that the customer
would leave hanging on the front gate or
verandah. Ted's run was up Headingly Road,
left into Railway Road, Shelley Road, William
Street, down to the Gooseberry Hill Store
and then down to Davies Crescent which
was quite steep country.  Ted recalls the
horse 'Old Biddy' who would refuse to go
down Davies Crescent because it was too
steep so they would have to carry the milk
down to make the deliveries. 
 
They also helped to collect the chaff which
arrived in Kalamunda by train.  It was loaded
onto a cart pulled by old Hector, a draught
horse. They transported their cargo down
Haynes Hill, Canning Road, around the
corner into Kalamunda Road and down past
Stirk Cottage.
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and Ted

Wise
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Margaret and Stella Wise in the backyard at 61 Williams Road, Kalamunda. Circa 1930

The Wise children had an adventurous
childhood. Ted recalls when his older sister
Margaret rode her pushbike down Stirk Street
towards Headingly Road and past Green
Gables. Losing control she crashed into the
dairy's wire fence. With a broken collar bone
and a three inch gash in her left shin she
struggled across to Green Gables for help. Dr
Barber arrived, put her arm in a sling and
stitched her leg up without any anaesthetic! 
 
On another occasion Ted was running through
the bush at the back of his house when he
tripped and fell. Dr Barber was called once
again to tend to a greenstick fracture in Ted's
left arm.  Ted recalls Dr Barber, a First World
War doctor, as being hard as nails. Ted, lying
on the sofa, was unable to move his arm, Dr
Barber took hold of it and Ted heard it snap.
His arm was then placed in two splints which
were held together with a bandage. 
 
Stella, Ted's younger sister had an infected,
bruised and swollen ankle. Dr Barber was
called in and he cut out the infected area with
a scalpel. Another procedure performed
without anaesthetic. 
 
One summer Ted and a friend rode from
Kalamunda to Cottesloe, staying at the beach
all day. Dressed only in his swimming trunks
Ted arrived home severely sunburnt with
blisters on his shoulders and back.

Get the doctor
His mother called Dr Barber to treat the
sunburn, but two layers of skin had been
removed and blistered off. Ted was in a
terrible state and unable to get up and
around for about three weeks. Stella did
the paper round for Ted whilst he was
recuperating.
 
Later in life Ted was taken to see Dr
Barber again because of severe pain in his
shin where a horse had previously kicked
him. Dr Barber sent him to Royal Perth
Hospital where they diagnosed Ted with
Tuberculosis in the bone.
 
As he was unable to work he was reliant on
his mother to care for him and support him
financially for around ten weeks. 
 
Treatment was agonising as he was placed
in plaster from the tips of his toes right up
to the groin. This was a very difficult time
for a young active man. 
 
During this period his leg grew half an inch
and he lost all the muscle. Once he was
out of plaster he experienced severe pain
when trying to bend his knee. Without the
aid of any rehabilitation therapy Ted had to
get along the best way he knew how.  

 Sir James Mitchell  with Dr Barber.  Circa 1947



Going Bush 
Arriving in Northam they had eleven pence
ha’penny left, half a tin of plum jam and half
a loaf of bread. They slept behind the
billboards of the station until they found work
on a chaff cutting gang. 
 
The gang used a donkey engine which was a
machine on cast iron wheels. It had a large
fly wheel on the side and was driven by
steam. Steam was fed into the machine and
the stooks of hay were put in to make the
hay soft. Ted became quite adept at chaff
cutting and throwing the heavy bags around. 
 
After two or three months Ted got another
job carting chaff from the farmer’s property
into Cunderdin or Meckering Station where
he loaded them onto the railway trucks. This
was the first time Ted had seen or worked
with a semitrailer truck.
 
Eventually they decided to return home. It
took Ted and Billy 12 hours to ride home
travelling through Mundaring, Piesse Brook
and then up to Kalamunda. 
 
Ted worked in Moora and Geraldton before
being conscripted, at eighteen years, into the
army in 1945. When they later called for
volunteers for the British Commonwealth
Occupational Forces, Ted signed up and
went to Japan for around 22 months.

Ted, Alice and Stella Wise 
in the front yard of the

McNess House, 
Williams Road Kalamunda.  

 

Circa 1940s

After finishing school Ted took on several
local jobs that were not very interesting so he
applied for a farming job. Many youngsters at
the time would leave home and get their first
job in rural WA. The farmer would pay for the
boys to travel to the country farm, provide
board and pay a small wage.
 
Ted's first farming job was just outside of
Merredin where he worked as a tractor driver.
He did the ploughing then stayed on for the
seeding season earning around ten shillings
a week plus board.
 
Ted would travel home to Kalamunda by train
in between seasons to visit his mother.
 
Following an argument with his boss he
moved to the neighbouring farm to work. His
new boss was single and liked to drink. On
one occasion he threatened to belt Ted and 
 on another lunged at him with a pitchfork. At
the age of 16 Ted returned home to
Kalamunda.
 
Ted and his friend Billy decided to ride their
horses along the Kalgoorlie pipeline from
Mundaring as far as they could go. They
saddled up, packed their grip, put their
sleeping bags and food on the back and set
off on their adventure. It took them three days
to ride from Perth to Northam.
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